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been shot by martial law if they were taken, and no
public opinion, however hostile to England, would
have condemned the execution. Practically, it would
seem, therefore, as far as our imperfect moral sense
can see, there is an obligation upon every citizen not
actively to injure the State he belongs to, which no
man is allowed to disregard. If he finds the State
attacking what he thinks a true religion, or violating
the rights of labour, or waging an iniquitous war, he
is bound to oppose its action by civic means; and if
he fails in this, he is by modern practice allowed to
renounce his citizenship. If, however, he does not
take this extreme step, he commits himself to sup-
porting the policy of the State, though he disapproves
of it, and is not blamed for assisting to carry it to a
successful issue.

In some important particulars, a lofty feeling of
patriotism has become more possible now than it
ever was in past centuries. The physical law, that
the greater mass attracts more powerfully than the
smaller, holds good in the moral world, and attach-
ment to a great country is bound, other things being
equal, to be more dignified and generous than attach-
ment to a city, though the city may have been Athens
or Rome. No doubt there were certain great periods
in the life of antiquity when the Athenian was merged
in- the Hellene, fighting for the whole west against
eastern barbarians, and when the cause of Rome
against Carthage was practically the cause of Italy.
These, accordingly, were the ideal times, when men
rose above their natural level. A modern nation,
however, if it has a past of any kind worth remem-
bering, is likely to have survived greater struggles
than any Greek city, to have ampler records of